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Guided Reading:  Level S 
 

“At Level S, readers automatically read and understand a full range of genres, 
including biographies on less well-known subjects, more complex fantasy, and 
hybrid genres.  They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts; also, 
they read special forms such as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, short 
stories, diaries, and logs.  Fiction narratives are straightforward but have elaborate 
plots and many complex characters who develop and change over time.  As 
readers, they understand perspectives different from their own as well as settings 
and people far distant in time and space.  They can process sentences (some with 
more than fifteen words) that are complex, contain prepositional phrases, 
introductory clauses, and lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives, and they solve new 
vocabulary words, some defined in the text and others unexplained.  Most reading 
is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading are well established.  Readers are 
challenged by many longer descriptive words and by content-specific and technical 
words that require using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and 
readers’ tools, such as glossaries.  They can take apart multi-syllable words and use 
a full range of word-solving skills.  They read and understand texts in a variety of 
layouts as well as fonts and print characteristics and consistently search for 
information in illustrations and increasingly complex graphics” (Fountas and 
Pinnell).  
 

Suggested Book Titles for Independent Reading * 
 

TITLE AUTHOR 
A Boy Called Slow Bruchac, Joseph 
House with a Clock in the Walls Bellairs, John 
Letters from Rifka Hesse, Karen 
Mr. President:  A Book of U.S. Presidents Sullivan, G. 
N.C. Wyeth’s Pilgrims SanSouci, Robert D. 
One-Eyed Cat Fox, Paula 
Puppies, Dogs, and Northers Paulsen, Gary 
The Great Gilly Hopkins Paterson, Katherine 
The Twits Dahl, Roald 
The War with Grandpa Kimmel Smith, Robert 

 
  
 
* NOTE: Each student’s instructional reading level is indicated on our common assessments; 
an instructional reading level is what a student can read with a bit of guidance and support.  
When selecting a book to be read independently (independent reading level), a student 
should choose a book one or two letters below the instructional reading level.  The 
titles provided here are appropriate for independent reading at this level. 
 
 
 


